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Podewils wrote to Frederick of Prussia that " the child
would rather be locked up in his room and deprived of
his food than apologise to any one."
The child's parents probably did not guess that he
might have enjoyed this punishment, which meant
solitude. Even a less nervous boy must have rebelled
against the constant supervision he was forced to suffer.
" In the evening," Maria Theresa wrote to Joseph's
tutor," you are to leave the Archduke; if necessary, one
of the chamberlains is to join him. But you are to
remain in the room to observe his manners, his postures,
and so forth from a distance. You can then judge his
deportment and correct him."
Maria Theresa was equally strict with her daughters,
but she did not consider book-learning important for
them; no one could ever accuse Maria Theresa of being
a feminist in any sense of the word. Though she herself
had so firmly put Francis in his place as a mere consort,
she clung to her belief that women should be submissive
to their husbands. Her daughters were given the least
possible education ; they were merely trained to become
the dutiful wives of some prince or, if they were fortunate,
of some ruling monarch.
" You know how strongly I feel on this subject/'
she wrote years later to her daughter Maria Antoinette
when she was already married to the Dauphin of France ;
" a wife is subject to her husband in everything; she
should have no interests or occupations except to please
and obey him. A happy marriage is the only real
happiness on earth; I can judge that this is true,
Eveiything depends on the woman; she must be
willing to please, to be gentle and entertaining/'
Maria Theresa's antagonism to the higher education
of women was reflected in the relatively low standards

